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I Hickory H i l l  P l a n t a t i o n  covers  3362 acres  occupying most of t h e  

; land nor th  o f  S t a t e  Route 54 between t n r  towns o f  Ashland and Hanover Court 
1 House. Much of t h e  land i s  i n  t imber although broad c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  
I a r e  loca ted  around the  r e s i d e n t i a l  complex and i n  the bottom lands  of 
I 
: t h e  Panunkey River i n  the  n o r t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p l an ta t ion .  A s p u r
i of the  Chesapeake and Ohio Rai l road  b i s e c t s  t h e  ~ l a n t a t i o n  along t h e  

r i d g e  l i n e  between the  high ground and t h e  lowlands. / 
I The p l a n t a t i o n ' s  co re  c o n s i s t s  of a  l a rge  b r i ck  house s e t  i n  a  
I four-acre  "pleasure garden" of lawns and formal gardens. The garden is  
I approached on a x i s  from the sou th  by a  farm land l ined  wi th  unusua l ly  

l a r g e  cedars .  I ts e a s t e r n  approach i s  an informal lane which winds through 
t h e  woods up from Wickham's Crossing,  t h e  ~ l a n t a t i o n ' s  depot .  The present  

I p l a n t a t i o n  house was e rec t ed  i n  1875 and follows the  same gene ra l  l i n e s  
/ of t h e  o r i g i n a l  frame house, e r e c t e d  i n  1820, which burned. The f a c t  t h a t  

i t  was based on t h e  e a r l i e r  house accounts f o r  t h e  present  s t r u c t u r e ' s  
! conse rva t ive  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r ;  o r d i n a r i l y  a  house o f  i ts form and 

d e t a i l s  would da te  from p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War. Its f ive-bay  facade1 i s  f ron ted  by 1 ~ed imen ted  t e t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  with s l ende r  square  columns 
I
1 	 and a balcony. The two-story pedimented p ro jec t ions  a t  e i t h e r  end of  t h e  

house were added i n  1915 t o  c o n t a i n  ba ths .  ./ Projec t ing  from t h e  house 's  
! 
; r e a r  o r  south  e l eva t ion  is a two-and-a-half-story b r i ck  wing e r e c t e d  i n  
: 1857 as  a  v ing  f o r  the  o r i g i n a l  house. Although gu t t ed  when t h e  o r i g i n a l  
! house burned, t h e  wing's wa l l s  remained i n  sound cond i t ion ,  and its i n t e r -

i o r  was r e b u i l t  when the p resen t  house was e rec t ed .  S h e l t e r i n g  t h e  wing's 
south  wal l  is a  po r t i co  s i i l i l a r  t o  t h a t  on the  facade,  a l though i t  l a c k s  

I a pediment. The brickwork throughout  t h e  house is American bond and the  
8 windows a r e  a l l  topped by r e c t a n g u l a r  s tone  l i n t e l s .  

The i n t e r i o r  of the  h o u s e ' s  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  con ta ins  a  wide s t a i r  
h a l l  wi th  a  l a rge  d in ing  room on t h e  west and a  bedroom on t h e  e a s t .  The 
l i b r a r y  and p a r l o r  a r e  loca ted  on a lower l e v e l  i n  the  v ing .  The i n t e r i o r  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s i n p l e .  Deeply nolded p l a s t e r  corn-
i c e s  a re  employed throughout ,  and nolded a r c h i t r a v e s  frame t h e  windows 
and doorways. A l l  o f  the f i r s t - f l o o r  p r i n c i p a l  rooms have f i n e  marble 
mantels  i n  d i f f e r i n g  designs and marble types.  Adding much t o  the  i n -

, 	 t e r i o r ' s  an t iqua r i an  i n t e r e s t  i s  a  r eaa rkab le  accumulation of  fami ly  
p o r t r a i t s ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  and s i l v e r ,  ranging ; i n  da t e  from t h e  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  
cep tu ry  through t h e  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  

Elany of Hickory K i l l ' s  o r i g i n a l  outbui ld ings  s u r v i v e  and form 
an i n t e r e s t i n g  zroup i n  t h e i r  orm r i g h t .  The matching one - s to ry  frame 
k i t cnen  and o f f i c e  b u i l d i n z s ,  d a t i n g  i r o n  the  18201s ,  f a c e  each o t h e r  
across  the  v ide  f r o n t  yard d e f i n i n g  a f o r e c o u r t .  To the nor thwest  of the 
ynrd i s  t h e  o r i ~ i n a l  smokehouse as  r ~ e l l  2s one of the  s ta tc , ' s  most im-
p res s ive  e a r l y  dovecotes.  To t h e  sou th  o f  the  house s t r e t c h e s  Hickory 
I i i  l l ' s  b e a u t i f u l  yard rii th i t s  si,7pepin% lawns and magniEiccnt specimens of  
-;h.-c!r and o r n m e n t a l  t r r e s .  A fence  of b r i ck  p i c r s  and voodrn p a i l i n g s  
I :.:te.nds along the y a r d ' s  :rest s i d e  s e p a r a t i n g  the  informal ly  landscaped 
b ~ - t i o ~ ~of t h e  yard f ro7  the formal gardsns .  At t h e  nor th  end of thf 
ic!lci. i s  an e a r l y  br ick  j recnhouse ,  and j u s t  to  i t s  nor th  is an e a r l y  
Ir:!-'e toolhuuse.  In the o r i g i n a l  (1320 ' s )  s e c t i o n  of t h e  i;arden i s  a 

: c , , - 7 ~ ' C r i cbox fiarilcn. The E n s l i s l ~  boxriood t ~ ~ h i c h  l i n e d  t h e  
o r i g i n a l l y  

;lu;rcrbeds ~ind u.llks i s  no;, p r a - t i c a l l y  a s o l i d  mass.  sou th  o f  ti,e box 
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i 
Hickory H i l l  p l a n t a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Wickhams, a d i s -

t i n g u i s h e d  V i r g i n i a  f a m i l y ,  and h a s  been t h e i r  home f o r  f i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  
The p l a n t a t i o n  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  V i r g i n i a  s o c i a l  m 
and n i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y ,  and i t s  ga rdens  s u r v i v e  a s  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  and 

Z 
b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  examples o f  a n t e - b e l l e n  l a n d s c a p i n g  i n l . t h e  s t a t e .  

0 
- Hickory H i l l  o r i g i n a l l y  iias p a r t  o f  t h e  Hanover County h o l d i n g s  

of Kobert  C a r t e r  o f  S h i r l e y ,  Char les  C i t y  County.  I n  1820 C a r t z r  gave 
t- 1717 a c r e s  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  t o  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  Anne B u t l e r  C a r t e r ,  and 

u h e r  husband,  \ < i l l i a m  Fanning I,:icic'nam, s o n  of  John Wickham, owner o f  t h e  

3 f a o u s  townhouse t h a t  now £ o m s  p a r t  of  t h e  V a l e n t i n e  bluseum. :'he 
::ickhaas began c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a frame p l a n t a t i o n  house  and t h e  l a y i n g

ai 
 onc of e x t e n s i v e  Tardens saon  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n s  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  / t ake  up r e s i d e n c e  c h e r e  u n t i l  1827. The house  burned  i n  1875, and t h e  
~n ! a r s s e n t  b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e  was b s i l t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s .  The o r i g i n a l  

z 1 o i z b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e d  t h e  f i r e ,  however. and c o n t i n u e  t o  form a  f i n e  

i 

4 - ' p l a n t a t i o n  c m p l e x .  The e x t e n s i ~ r e  a r c ' s n s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  v e n e r a b l e  t r e e s ,  


t r ? e  box wa lk ,  g e o m e t r i c  p a r c = r : ~ . ,  and e a r l y  w a l l s ,  s u r v i v e  a s  w e l l .  


I u I2 t h e  ga rden  is t h e  o n l y  kno : .~  ,<:.:tant e x m - p l e  o f  t h e  OfEley Eose,  a 


i w . :zriety t h a t  :;as b r o u g h t  t o  Eanovcr County from t h e  Nelson f'amily g a r - 
- c - - - i n  Yorkto:m i n  t h e  e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Also  o n  t h e  grounds 'c . .J  

i s  a 3 . a g n i f i c e n t  Ginko t r e e  ? r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  ;.lickhams by Commodore P e r r y ,  
4 I 

::no a c q u i r e d  i t  i n  Japan .  
4 b r i n g  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  Hickory  H i l l  was t h e  home of  

.... , r ! l i a  F a n n i n ~  ! J i c k h m t s  .;.:n, : : i l l iams C a r c e r  \.lickham, a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d
:? 	

s t z t t s n a n ,  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  an?  bu i s inessman .  !lilLia[ns C.  \Tickham was 
e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  House cf i e l e g a t e s  i n  1849 and t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
S e r a t t  i n  1359.  AS a d e l c . ; a t . ~  t o  t h e  s t a t e  Convent ion o f  1861 he 
~ s , o i t d  s u c c e s s i o n ,  b u t  I . . : a  a s  i icclarc. :~,  he a c c e p t e d  3 m i l i t ~ r y  ~0::;- 

C 	 . . . n?C.  f ie p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  c i : t  5 a t r ; l e s  o f  ! J i l l i a m s b u r g ,  2nd >!anassas,
b 

:;30?.~30ro, S h a r ? s b u r g ,  F r c d ? r i i i s b u r g ,  G e t t y s b u r g ,  and t h e  V a l l e y  
~ 731'2..I.._. .... 

. . 
Irr 186; iie was i : l c c t i d  t o  the  ? o n ; e d r r a t e  Conyrcss ,  2nd t h c  .. z+>:t :car hi. r e s i x n e d  h i s  io:::ission as  b r i s a d i c r  g e n e r a l  t o  t ake  u p  

F 	 . .. > .. a t F o l l o : . ? i n ~  t i le  w~i r  :;.: i.;rved 3s p r e s i d e n t  o i  the. Chcsapeakc 
.A?.: C i i o  R a i l r o 3 d  and remai r ,~ , .  a c  a c t i v e  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  conlpnily u n t i l  
' .a ~ i a t hi n  1383. I n  1890 r i le  : ~ n e r a L  > \ s s e n b l y  provi~!sd f o r  a s t a t u e  

::rir;;l \.lickham t h a t  ~ r ~ c t i d  Parl;, Richmoni!.w a s  i n  Zlonrci- 
'2 	 .. .: . ~ i ; i l t i n :  took 	p l n c r  a r i ,~ ;nd  liicl<ory E l i l l  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  Idor, 
i 	 . . 

: : o l l o v i n :  t h e  b a t t l e  o:' i!?nover Cour t  tii:~lse i n  1862 .  t h e  p l a n t d t i o n  
; . 7 :  i l c u p i ~ ' ib y  I:edcral t r o o ? ; .  Cer~er:~ll.!ic~;i~~m,w l l o  .<;,IS r ~ c L 1 ~ ~ e r : 1 t i 1 1 ~ ~  
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7 .  garden i s  the  famous t r e e  box walk. The t r e e  box a r e  so l a r g e  (avera-  
gin: f o r t y  f e e t  i n  he igh t )  t h a t  they g ive  t h e  impression of a f o r e s t  r a t h e r  Ithan a formal  garden. Beyond t h e  t r e e  box walk is t h e  l a t e r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
garden, l a i d  o u t ,  f o r  the most pa r t ,  i n  t h e  ea r ly - twen t i e th  century .  Th i s  
s ec t ion  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  var ious  beds and borders  o f  flowers and f r u i t s .  A 
s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  i s  the long g ras s  pa th  spanned by a s e r i e s  of t e n  r o s e  a r -
bors suppor t ing  s e v e r a l  v a r i e t i e s  of old-fashioned roses .  Although t h e  gar -  
den is not  maintained with the pe r fec t ion  o f  former t imes,  it  con t inues  t o  
main ta in  t h e  romantic atmosphere so c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of o ld  Southern gardens . .  

A t  t h e  edge of the woods t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of the  main house, sep-
a r a t e  from t h e  house and garden complex, is an i n t e r e s t i n g  board-and-batten 
"othic  Revival c o t t a g e  b u i l t  as  a s tudy by a former owner wishing t o  escape 
annoying music lessons  being given i n  t h e  house. 

i CCL 
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8. l a t e r  exchanged. I n  1863, Robert E. Lee's son, General W.H. F. "Rooney" 
Lee, was sen t  t o  Hickory H i l l  t o  recover from wounds r ece ived  a t  Brandy 
S ta t ion .  ~ e d e r a l  t roops  i n  t h e  area learned of h i s  presence and charged 
the  house i n  order  t o  t ake  him pr i soner .  Lee 's  b ro the r ,  Robert E. Lee, Jr . ,  
who was looking a f t e r  him escaped capture  by h id ing  i n  t h e  garden, b u t  
"Rooney" Lee was taken p r i s o n e r  and sen t  t o  For t r e s s  >tonroe. 

Williams C a r t e r  Wickham did not  i n h e r i t  Hickory H i l l  u n t i l  h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  death i n  1870. Upon W. C. Wickham's death i n  1888 t h e  proper ty  
was inhe r i t ed  by h i s  son ,  Henry T. Wickham. Like h i s  f a t h e r ,  Henry T. Wick-
ham served i n  the  House o f  Delegates and the  Senate. S ince  1943 Hickory H i l l  
has been owned by Captain Williams Car t e r  Nickham, U. S. N. (Re t i r ed ) ,  son 
of Henry T. Wickham. 

CCLI I 
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i ROAD CLASSIFICATION 
1 Primary hjghway, all weather. Light-duty road, all weather 
1 hard surface improved swiace 

Secondary highway. all weather, Unimproved road, fair or dry 
....-....hard surface -weather 
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:I 

Interstate Route . 

... 
;U S. Route State Rouie 

, :..- ...-. ;. ,, .. 
A S H L A N D .  VA. 
N3745-W7722 5!'5 

TTES'IILLE V IRGINIA  22903 
avnl l  A S L E  O N  REQUEST 

.AMS5359 :L SW-SERIES V33.1 




